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2007 Amendments

AYP Update Training



Displaced Students

Students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita will be counted in all 
appropriate subgroups for NCLB reporting and accountability 
purposes.  There will not be a separate “displaced” subgroup.

Proposed Amendment

JUSTIFICATION:

In a letter to Chief State School Officers on September 29, 2005, Secretary Spellings offered states a 
flexibility option to create a separate subgroup for students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita given the unique events facing the children and their families.  Tennessee public schools 
educated approximately 2,400 students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita during the 2005- 
06 school year.  The U.S. Department of Education granted this flexibility for the 2005-06 school 
year only.

Accepted



Middle College HS Standard Number of Years

The definition of “standard number of years” will be 5 years and one 
summer for students who graduate from early college/middle college 
high schools.  These high schools will be required to report 
disaggregated graduation rates by all student groups, including 
students with disabilities, English Language Learners, and 
economically disadvantaged students.

Proposed Amendment

JUSTIFICATION:

The State’s accountability system provides a strong motivation for schools to give all students the 
encouragement and support to graduate on-time with a regular high school diploma.  In early 
college/middle college high schools, schools of choice with an integrated high school and college 
curriculum, students follow a 5-year trajectory leading to an associate’s degree or acceleration 
toward a 4-year college degree.

Accepted



Interim Flexibility Special Education Subgroup

Tennessee will apply the interim flexibility for students with disabilities extended 
by Secretary Margaret Spellings on December 14, 2005.  By committing to 
adopting modified achievement standards for additional 2% of students with 
disabilities, Tennessee is eligible to adopt a proxy measure to calculate 
adjusted proficiency rates for the students with disability subgroup.  Based 
on guidance from the U.S. Department of Education, Tennessee will add 13 
percentage points to the students with disabilities cells for reading/language 
arts and math proficiency for purposes of determining AYP in schools where 
only one or both of these cells did not meet academic targets.

Proposed Amendment

JUSTIFICATION:

Tennessee supports the Secretary’s efforts to increase the flexibility in AYP determinations for the 
students with disabilities subgroup.

Accepted



Small School Less than 10 Students

For schools with less than 10 students in the all students group for the 
most current year, the State will determine AYP by summing student 
test results over 2 to 3 years, until the size reaches at least 10 
students. 

Proposed Amendment

JUSTIFICATION:

For AYP based on 2005-06 school year test data, 22 schools had less than 10 students in the all 
students group.  The majority of these schools are alternative schools that serve very few students 
for the full academic year.  The State will study over the next year whether to continue to make 
AYP determinations for alternative schools or to require test data and withdrawal/completion data 
to be counted at the home school.

Accepted



Alternative School Event Dropout Rates

Alternative schools with secondary grades will be held accountable for 
event dropout rates.

Proposed Amendment

JUSTIFICATION:

According to TCA 49-6-3402, all course work completed and credits earned by a student in an 
alternative school must be recorded at the student’s home school and students may not graduate 
based solely on attendance at alternative schools.  As a result, alternative schools do not have 
graduation rates.  The State will study over the next year whether to continue to make AYP 
determinations for alternative schools or to require test data and withdrawal/completion data to be 
counted at the home school. 

Accepted



Students with Disabilities Subgroup Includes

Tennessee will clarify that the students with disabilities subgroup only 
includes students with disabilities defined by IDEA who are receiving 
special education services. 

Proposed Amendment

JUSTIFICATION:

Gifted students and students who are “functionally delayed” have IEPs and receive services under 
state law, but are not required to receive special education services under IDEA. 

Accepted



Refresher 
LEA “Same Subject, All Grade Spans”



AYP Detail Report

AYP Update Training



File Name contains System #.

Printing the AYP Detail Report

This year, the report has been pre-formatted for 
proper viewing & printing.  

System & School Results are in same file.  
Check both tabs for all results!



AYP is determined for each Grade Span.  
Depending on grades served, a System or School will have one or both – "K-8" and/or "HS“.

For each Grade Span, there is a row containing the current year's final "Met AYP" status.  

At the SCHOOL level:  BOTH Grade Spans must meet AYP for the School to meet AYP.  

At the SYSTEM level:  BOTH Grade Spans must fail the same subject to fail AYP.

LOOK FOR:

GRADE SPANS

1

LOOK FOR:

MET AYP

2

For each Grade Span, there are 5 rows containing a current year “Final Result” which are 
used in determining AYP.  Within each grade span there are 2 rows for MATH, 2 for 
READING, and 1 for the ADDITIONAL INDICATOR.

LOOK FOR:

FINAL RESULTS

3

Beginning with the “White” SUBGROUP, these cells in the final status row are ONLY USED TO 
PROVE the Additional Indicator has been met for the purposes of Safe Harbor.

Within each grade span, there are two safe harbor rows, “SH Math” and “SH Read”.  In each 
row, look for “Met”, “Eligible”, “Not Eligible”, and “Not Met”.

LOOK FOR:

SAFE HARBOR

4

What to Look For



LOOK FOR:
SAFE HARBOR

MET - Safe Harbor has been applied to the cell and AYP met because the Reduction in % Below Prof was made & the 
Additional Indicator for the subgroup met AYP. 

ELIGIBLE - The Reduction in % Below Prof was made BUT Safe Harbor has NOT been applied to the cell because the 
Additional Indicator is not available.  An appeal may be submitted to prove the Additional Indicator has met AYP.

NOT MET - The Reduction in % Below Prof was made and the cell was eligible for Safe Harbor.  HOWEVER, Safe Harbor 
was NOT applied to the cell because the Additional Indicator did NOT meet AYP. An appeal may be submitted to prove the 
Additional Indicator has met AYP.

NOT ELIGIBLE - The Reduction in % Below Prof was NOT made so the cell is NOT eligible for Safe Harbor. An appeal 
may be submitted to prove the Reduction has been made AND to prove the Additional Indicator has met AYP.

ADDITIONAL INDICATOR Cells in FINAL RESULT Rows used for SAFE HARBOR:

Beginning with the “White” SUBGROUP, the Additional Indicator cells in the final status rows are ONLY USED TO PROVE 
the Additional Indicator has been met for the purposes of Safe Harbor.

NO DATA - The data for the subgroup was not available. If Eligible for Safe Harbor, an appeal MUST be submitted to 
prove the Additional Indicator has been met. 

Y - The data shows that the subgroup met AYP for the Additional Indicator.

N - The data shows that the subgroup did NOT meet AYP for the Additional Indicator.

What to Look For
4



LOOK FOR:      
MET AYP

2

LOOK FOR:      
GRADE SPANS

1

LOOK FOR:      
FINAL RESULTS

3

LOOK FOR:      
SAFE HARBOR

4

ADDITIONAL INDICATOR FINAL STATUS – ALL Column Only

A

Report Sections:  A – Status Model Section;  B – Safe Harbor Section;  C – Projection Model Section (K8 Only)

Met By

B

C

D

D – Final Results Section 



AYP Detail Report 
% P/A 2007 Met By Final Result

When AYP is met, the '% P/A 2007 Met By Final Result' Criterion will 
display one of the following, indicating how AYP was met for Reading 
and Math.

1 = Met w/ Current Year Benchmark      
1CI = Met w/ Current Year using Confidence Interval      
2 = Met w/ 2 Year Average      
2CI = Met w/ 2 Year Average using Confidence Interval      
3 = Met w/ 3 Year Average      
3CI = Met w/ 3 Year Average using Confidence Interval  
SH1 = Safe Harbor met by %Bel 1YR 10% Reduction & Additional Indicator      
SH2 = Safe Harbor met by %Bel 2YR 19% Reduction & Additional Indicator      
SH3 = Safe Harbor met by %Bel 3YR 27% Reduction & Additional Indicator
TO1 = Met w/ SWD Interim Flexibility
PR = Met w/ Projections



Red X Cells 
Which cells on the AYP Detail Report will be a 

Red X on the Report Card?



Online Appeal Process
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Timeline for Submitting Appeals
Subject to Change

• July 2, 2007 (Monday)

• AYP Status available and Begin date for systems to start submitting online appeals

• July 16, 2007 (Monday)

• Deadline for system to submit ALL appeals

• Appeals must be submitted by July 16th to be heard by the TDOE Appeals Committee

• July 17, 2006 (Tuesday)

• TDOE Appeals Committee begins hearing appeals 

• After all appeals are heard, files are sent for recalculation of AYP 

• August, 2006 (To be determined, but should occur before August 10th)

• Systems notified of Appeal Outcome and final decision of committee         

NCLB Online Appeals 2007



NCLB Online Appeals 2007

• Through the NCLB Appeals website you may have the 
opportunity, based upon your system or school eligibility 
for appeal, to submit one or more appeals.

• A system or school must fail AYP in at least one cell to 
be eligible for appeal.

• Appeal categories:
– Safe Harbor 
– Natural Disaster
– Coding Errors for 

• Attendance rate
• Graduation rate (these appeals are already complete)
• Student level data



• All appeals must be submitted electronically and 
processed through this NCLB appeals website.

• You will be prompted for responses and taken screen by 
screen through the online appeal process.  

• Only one appeal at a time can be submitted.

• If your system and/or school(s) are eligible for more than 
one appeal, you will submit each appeal separately. 

• Supporting documentation is required for all appeals. 

• If the proper supporting documentation is not received with 
the original submission of an appeal, the appeal will be 
denied.

NCLB Online Appeals 2007



• Each appeal must be complete and accurate when 
submitted.  

• All appeal decisions will be made by TDOE at the 
same time and systems notified of the final decision.  

• Appeal decisions will be final and no resubmission 
of data will be permitted in an attempt to affect the 
final decision.  For this reason, make sure the appeal 
is complete and accurate when submitted!

NCLB Online Appeals 2007



All NCLB Online Appeals information can be found at the 
following link:

http://www.state.tn.us/education/nclb/appeals.shtml 

Please read all documentation before proceeding with an 
appeal.  The Login button will only be available during 

the timeframe set for systems to submit appeals.

NCLB Online Appeals 2007



SAFE HARBOR 
Documentation

A SAFE HARBOR Appeal may be submitted to prove the 
additional indicator has been met for the eligible 
subgroup.  To be eligible for safe harbor, the subgroup:

must have met AYP for % Tested

AND

the % Below Proficient must have had one of the following:
10% reduction in one year, OR

19% reduction over two years, OR
27% reduction over three years.



SAFE HARBOR 
Documentation

K-8 Safe Harbor Appeal Requirements:

• Detailed Description of Subgroup(s) and Cell(s) Being Appealed
• Attendance Rate Report for 2006-07 
• Attendance Rate Report for 2005-06 to show improvement

(Report details explained on subsequent pages)

9-12 Safe Harbor Appeal Requirements:

• Detailed Description of Subgroup(s) and Cell(s) Being Appealed
• Graduation Rate / Cohort Dropout Report for 2005-06 
• For SWD, ED, & ELL the Event Dropout Rate for 2005-06

(Report details explained on subsequent pages)



SAFE HARBOR 
K-8 DOCUMENTATION

Required Documentation for a 
K-8 Safe Harbor Appeal:

For K-8, an Attendance Rate of 93% or 
improvement over last year’s rate is required to 
meet safe harbor.  This appeal requires a report 
listing all students, for the subgroup, for all 
grades K-8 (not just 3-8) by school, by grade for 
the school and/or system w/ new attendance 
rate calculated as it is believed it to be.   



SAFE HARBOR 
K-8 DOCUMENTATION

Fields used to calculate Attendance Rate must be included on reports submitted 
to support the appeal.  The TDOE will use these fields to confirm the 
calculations submitted are correct.

ADA and ADM are NOT required IF Days Enrolled, Present, and/or Absent are 
included and the formula confirms the attendance rate calculated.



SAFE HARBOR 
K-8 DOCUMENTATION

Required Documentation for a 
K-8 Safe Harbor Appeal:

The first example below for Dogwood Elementary School 
shows what a submitted report might look like for a 
school level appeal.  While the format of the report may 
vary greatly from the example, depending on your 
student management system, the important data 
elements shown above to identify students are required.  

Your system might not have the “days enrolled”, “days 
present”, or “days absent” but you must at least include 
the ADA & ADM so you can calculate a total for the 
school and calculate the attendance rate for the 
subgroup.



SAFE HARBOR 
K-8 DOCUMENTATION

Fields used to calculate Attendance Rate must be included on reports submitted 
to support the appeal.  The TDOE will use these fields to confirm the 
calculations submitted are correct.

ADA and ADM are NOT required IF Days Enrolled, Present, and/or Absent are 
included and the formula confirms the attendance rate calculated.



SAFE HARBOR 
K-8 DOCUMENTATION

Required Documentation for a 
K-8 Safe Harbor Appeal:

For a system level appeal, a report 
resembling the first example is required for 
each school and a report resembling the 
second example is required for the system 
showing totals for all schools included in 
the appeal. 



SAFE HARBOR 
9-12 DOCUMENTATION

Required Documentation for a 
9-12 Safe Harbor Appeal:

For 9-12, (Ethnicity subgroups), a Graduation Rate of 90% 
or the correct year’s target rate as shown on the system 
or school improvement track is required to meet safe 
harbor.  

This appeal requires a detailed description of the subgroup and cell(s) 
being appealed and the reason for appeal and a report showing 
students originally included Graduation Rate calculations for the 
subgroup that are modified (additions/deletions/changes in roster or 
cohort drop out total) that are affecting the new rate calculated as it 
is believed to be.  (The same information used to appeal the ALL 
subgroup is required for the ethnicity subgroups.)



SAFE HARBOR 
9-12 DOCUMENTATION

Sample SYSTEM Graduation 
Rate Improvement Track:

The target rate for 2007 AYP is 
shown to the left for the 2005-06 
graduation rate.  

Sample SCHOOL Graduation Rate 
Improvement Track:

The target rate for 2007 AYP is shown to 
the left for the 2005-06 graduation rate.  

Sample SCHOOL Cohort Dropout Counts used in Graduation Rate 
Calculation:

These numbers are self-reported by the system/school and the 
TDOE does not have the student names that account for the totals 
shown.

The Graduation Rate Improvement Track and Cohort Drop out Data 
can be found at the following link: http://www.state.tn.us/education/mleaops.php.  

The Director’s 3 digit login is required to view this data.

AfAm

http://www.state.tn.us/education/mleaops.php


SAFE HARBOR 
9-12 DOCUMENTATION

Required Documentation for a 
9-12 Safe Harbor Appeal:

For 9-12, (SWD, ELL, and ED subgroups), a 2005-06 event 
Dropout of 5% or less, or improvement over the prior 
year’s rate, is required to meet safe harbor.

This appeal requires a detailed description of the subgroup and cell(s) 
being appealed and the reason for appeal.  This appeal also 
requires a report, similar to the example shown on a subsequent 
page, detailing the 2005-06 event dropout rate for the subgroup 
eligible for safe harbor.  To show improvement, also include the 
2004-05 event dropout rate for the subgroup eligible for safe harbor.



Sample 9-12 event drop out rate report to be submitted 
with an appeal for SWD, ELL, and ED subgroups: 
(This is only a suggested format for reports.  The format chosen for submission is up to the district.  The goal is to 
ensure that the correct data elements are included to support the appeal.)

Sample System Level Event Dropout Rate Report

This sample shows the 
rate for a single 
subgroup.  Be sure to 
clearly identify the 
subgroup being 
appealed when 
creating your report. 

To show improvement, 
include a report for 
both the 2005-06 & 
2004-05 school years.

SAFE HARBOR 
9-12 DOCUMENTATION



SAFE HARBOR 
9-12 DOCUMENTATION

Formula for Calculating 2005-06 Graduation Rate

for the subgroup

regular on-time graduates

regular on-time graduates + regular late graduates + GEDs + 
certificates of attendance + special education diplomas + 

dropouts (9th grade 02-03, 10th grade 03-04, 11th grade 04-05, 12th grade 05-06)

Formula for Calculating 2005-06 Event Dropout Rate

total 05-06 dropouts for the subgroup (all grades 9-12)

subgroup 05-06 net enrollment (all grades 9-12) 



Natural Disaster 
A NATURAL DISASTER Appeal may be submitted for K-8 Attendance and/or 

Participation Rate (% Tested) for both K-8 and 9-12.

Requirements for Any Natural Disaster Appeal:

• Detailed Description of Subgroup(s) and Cell(s) Being Appealed
• Newspaper Articles Supporting the Natural Disaster
• Other Documentation that may Support the Natural Disaster

The document must be in electronic format.  You may either scan a newspaper 
article or copy an online news article from a website into a word document.



CODING ERRORS 
A CODING ERROR Appeal may be submitted for K-8 Attendance, 

9-12 Event Dropout Rate, or K-12 Student Level Coding Errors.

K-8 Attendance Rate Coding Error Appeal Requirements:

• Detailed Description of Subgroup(s) and Cell(s) Being Appealed
• Attendance Rate Report for 2006-07 
• Attendance Rate Report for 2005-06 to show 2 year average 

(Report details explained on subsequent pages)

Requires a report listing all students, for the subgroup, for all grades K-8 (not 
just 3-8) by school, by grade, by student in the subgroup showing student 
name, SSN or PIN, etc.  (The same types of documentation shown in the K-8 
attendance rate safe harbor appeal examples are necessary for this appeal.)



CODING ERRORS 
A CODING ERROR Appeal may be submitted for K-8 Attendance, 

9-12 Event Dropout Rate, or K-12 Student Level Coding Errors.

9-12 Graduation Rate Coding Error Appeal Requirements:

• Detailed Description of Subgroup(s) and Cell(s) Being Appealed
• Graduation Rate for 2005-06

(Report details explained on subsequent pages)

This appeal requires a report showing students originally included Graduation Rate calculations that are modified 
(additions/deletions/changes in roster or cohort drop out total) that are affecting the new rate calculated as it is 
believed to be.  (The same types of documentation shown in the 9-12 graduation rate safe harbor appeal examples 
are necessary for this appeal.)

Graduation Rate 

Appeals are already 

CLOSED.



CODING ERRORS 
A CODING ERROR Appeal may be submitted for K-8 Attendance, 

9-12 Event Dropout Rate, or K-12 Student Level Coding Errors.

K-8 & 9-12 Student Coding Error Appeal Requirements:

• Detailed Description of Subgroup(s) and Cell(s) Being Appealed
• Report of Students Showing Original Data and Changed Data
• Individual Documentation for Each Student Supporting Change

(Report details explained on subsequent pages)

Requires a report listing all students and with the original data and the 
changed data noted.  In addition, documentation from each student’s school 
record supporting the requested change.  If membership changes, proof of 
enroll/withdraw dates must be provided; if ethnicity changes, proof of original 
record stating ethnicity, etc.  Only students for which documentation is 
received supporting the requested change will be included in the appeal.  If 
sufficient supporting documentation is not submitted with the appeal, the 
change will not be accepted as part of the appeal.



CODING ERRORS

(These are only suggested formats for reports.  The format chosen for submission is up to the district.  The goal is to 
ensure that the correct data elements are included to support the appeal.)

Original Data Changed Data
The Supporting Documentation noted on the 
report must also be submitted with the appeal.

Example of Appeal for 
SWD Codes

Make sure the SSN/PIN match the assessment database.  If a student cannot be found with 
this identifier, the request for change will not be made.



CODING ERRORS

(These are only suggested formats for reports.  The format chosen for submission is up to the district.  The goal is to 
ensure that the correct data elements are included to support the appeal.)

The Supporting Documentation noted on the 
report must also be submitted with the appeal.Original Data Changed Data

Example of Appeal for 
Membership Codes

Make sure the SSN/PIN match the assessment database.  If a student cannot be found with 
this identifier, the request for change will not be made.



CODING ERRORS

K-12 Student Level Coding Error Appeal that 

MAY LEAD TO SAFE HARBOR ELIGIBILITY:

If you believe that the student level coding error appeal will change 
the subgroup’s % Below Prof enough to make the subgroup Eligible 
for Safe Harbor, you MUST also REQUEST a SAFE HARBOR 
appeal AT THE SAME TIME you submit the coding error appeal. If 
the subgroup has not already met the additional indicator, the 
required Safe Harbor documentation must also be submitted to 
prove the additional indicator.  

Include this documentation with the coding error appeal documents, 
clearly labeled as to the purpose of meeting safe harbor IF the 
% Below Prof is reduced enough to make the subgroup eligible for 
safe harbor.



TRAINING MATERIALS

All training documentation will be available 
on the NCLB Online Appeals website at 

the following link:

http://www.state.tn.us/education/nclb/appeals.shtml

(Updates to the page and documentation
will be available by June 8, 2007.)

http://www.state.tn.us/education/nclb/appeals.shtml
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